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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, and 5-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Huang (US 6,334,694). 

Regarding claims 1 and 6-10, Huang discloses collapsible Christmas tree having 
a wheel like base 10, a base rim 12, a base hub 1 1 1 , a plurality of spaced hanger 
engagement means 1 13, a wheel like hanger, a hanger rim 25, a hanger hub 252, a 
plurality of spaced apart hanger engagements 251 , a pole means 20, a light set 50, 
common means 30, a plurality of flexible light strings 51 extending therefrom (figure 4) 
and means for releasably manually securing the free end of each of the light strings 
extending downwardly 10. 

Regarding claim 2, Huang shows a tree topper 40. 

Regarding claim 5, the common means 30 is secure to the hanger rim and base 
engagement. 

Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Huang 
(US 6,334,694). 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Huang discloses a wheel like base 10 having a 
base rim 1 2, a base hub 1 1 1 , a plurality of spaced hanger engagement means 1 1 3, a 
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wheel like hanger, a hanger rim 25, a hanger hub 252, a plurality of spaced apart 
hanger engagements 251, a pole means 20, a light set 50, common means 30, a 
plurality of flexible light strings 51 extending therefrom (figure 4) and means for 
releasably manually securing the free end of each of the light strings extending 
downwardly 10. 

Huang does not teach the method of assembly the string tree, however it is 
inherent to assembly the string tree as cited since each limitation is cited by the prior art 
of Huang and on column 1, lines 29-46 it is taught that the collapsible Christmas tree 
can assemble and disassemble. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue, 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huang as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shieh (US 6.254,250). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4 Huang discloses all the limitations of the claimed 
invention as cited in the rejection above, but do not disclose an ornament electrically 
illuminatable and in electrical communication with the light set. 
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Regarding claims 3 and 4, Shieh ('250) discloses a light tree set having a pole 
104, a base 108, a plurality of light strings 100 attached between the upper and lower 
pole and a decorative ornament 122 with a plural of lamps 126. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the collapsible Christmas tree of Huang with 
the decorative light tree set of Shieh in order of providing a decorative tree that 
illuminates decoratively from top to bottom. 

Claims 11-14 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Huang ('250). 

Regarding claims 11-14 Huang discloses all the limitations of the claimed 
invention as cited in the rejection of claim 1 above, but does not discloses an 
intermediate structure having a rim and hub. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add an intermediate structure, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
St Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Huang does not teach the method of assembly the 
string tree, however it is inherent to assembly the string tree as cited since each 
limitation is cited by the prior art of Huang and on column 1 , lines 29-46 it is taught that 
the collapsible Christmas tree can assemble and disassemble. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Korb et al (US 3,704,366), Lai (US 6,458,435) and Kao (US 
6,679,622) show illuminated artificial trees having a plurality of light source, base and 
collapsible parts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Ward whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2386. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



JAW 

March 17, 2006 




JOHN ANTHONY WARD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



